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Hiflory  of  a Cafe  of  Imperforated  Hymen.  By 
MrFrancis  Kaeymer,  of  Henrietta  Street , Co - 
vent-Garden : Communicated  to  Dr  Pearfon, 
Pbyjician,  Lortdon. 


A Lady,  aged  feventeen,  for  the  fpace 
of  five  months,  was  afflided  with  vio- 
lent pains  in  the  abdominal  region,  which 
continued  in  fevere  paroxyfms  of  feveral 
hours  duration,  recurring  twice  or  thrice  a- 
week. 

During  the  attack  of  thefe  paroxyfms, 
there  was  little  appearance  of  tumor  ; but 
on  their  departure  a fenfible  fwelling  was  felt, 
of  a moveable  nature,  and  which  feemed  to 
change  its  fituation,  and  to  give  the  appear- 
ance of  flatulency  rather  than  any  other 
caufe. 


So 
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>So  violent  were  this  lady’s  complaints,  that 
a number  of  the  firft  practitioners  were  con- 
fulted  on  her  fituation  : And,  from  the  cir- 
cumllance  of  her  having  twice  menftruated, 
as  alleged  by  her  friends,  no  fufpicion  could 
be  entertained  of  the  real  caufe  of  her  difeafe. 
A variety  of  treatment,  therefore,  was  pur- 
fued  for  her  relief. 

On  the  fuppofition  of  flatulence,  carmina- 
tives were  ordered,  which  produced  a tempo- 
rary alleviation  of  her  fymptoms.  The  fame 
effect  followed  the  ufe  of  opiates,  and  even 
the  warm-bath. 

From  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  her 
difeafe,  I at  laft  fuppofed,  might  originate 
from  the  ftate  of  the  bladder.  And,  in  order 
to  afcertain  this,  I was  induced  to  pafs  the 
catheter.  In  the  attempt,  I met  with  confi- 
derable  refiftance;  and,  on  examining*  with 
my  finger,  this  refiftance  appeared  to  arife 
from  a membranous  expanfion,  covering  the 
entrance  of  the  vagina. 

i 

I could  now  have  no  doubt  with  relpect  to 
the  caufe  of  this  lady’s  fufferings  ; and,  com- 
municating my  difcovcry  to  Mr  Cline,  who 
was  then  called  in,  we  agreed  to  make  an 
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opening,  through  this  membranous  expanfion, 
into  the  vagina. 

On  doing  this,  with  a common  lancet,  an 
immediate  dilcharge  of  a brown  - coloured 
fluid,  of  the  appearance  and  confluence  of  mo- 
lafies,  took  place  ; which  continued  to  run  to 
the  quantity  of  five  pints. 

The  aperture  was  kept  open  by  a tent ; and 
nothing  particular  occurred  in  the  after-treat- 
ment unfavourable,  or  that  merits  detail. 

The  lady  is  now  in  good  health,  has  men- 
ftruated  regularly  fince  ; and  has  had  no  re- 
turn of  any  dilagreeable  fymptom. 

The  above  cafe  is  chiefly  to  be  regarded, 
as  fhewing  how  eafily  the  firft  practitioners 
may  be  miftaken  in  accounting  for  the  caufe 
of  a difeafe,  where  they  implicitly  truft  to 
the  report  of  the  patient  or  her  friends.  From 
her  fituation,  it  was  impoflible  that  menftrua- 
tion  could  ever  have  taken  place ; and  yet  it 
was  ltrongly  affected,  that  (he  had  been  twice 
in  that  condition.  The  difcharge  of  blood, 
therefore,  mud  have  been  piles,  which  they 
had  miftaken  for  the  regular  catamenia ; and 
this  fymptom  muft  have  been  alfo  an  effort 
of  the  fyftem  to  relieve  the  Hate  of  the  ute- 
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rus,  the  difcharge  from  which  was  prevented 
by  this  morbid  covering  of  the  paffage. 

In  all  cafes  of  abdominal  complaints  in 
young  women,  particularly  thofe  of  a chronic 
nature,  the  ftate  of  the  catamenia  Ihould  be 
particularly  inquired  into,  and  no  confidence 
placed  in  the  report  of  the  patient,  or  her 
friends,  where  a fwelling  fimilar  to  the  pre- 
fent  is  obferved. 

In  other  refpedts,  the  cafe  nearly  agrees 
with  the  other  inflances  of  imperforated  hy- 
men which  are  on  record.  The  quantity  of 
difcharge  is  much  the  fame,  as  well  as  the  ap- 
pearance. The  only  peculiar  circumftance 
in  this  cafe  is,  that  the  fwelling  was  always 
leaf!  when  the  pain  was  greateft. 
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